
мΦ v¦L9¢Υ {ǘƻǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΣ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ŀƴŘ  
ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǊŜƭŀȄΦ tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǊŜŎƛǘŜ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ 
нΦ Lb¢9b¢LhbΥ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀƳ L ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊΚ  
²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ  L ǿŀƴǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΚ 
оΦ !¢¢9b¢LhbΥ [ƻƻƪ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ  
ƛƳŀƎŜΦ Lǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀ ŬƎǳǊŜΣ ǎƘŀǇŜΣ ŎƻƭƻǊΣ  
ǘŜȄǘǳǊŜ ƻǊ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ  Ŏŀƭƭǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴΚ 
пΦ bh¢L/9Υ ²Ƙŀǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΣ ƻǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎ  
Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǝŎŜΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ŀōƻǳǘ  
DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΚ 
рΦ w9{thb5Υ {ǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƻƴŜ 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ 
сΦ /[h{9Υ hũŜǊ ŀ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƻǊ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ  
ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ 
                          CǊƻƳ ǿǿǿΦǇǊŀȅŜǊǿƛƴŘƻǿǎΦŎƻƳ 

 
.ƻƻƪƭŜǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴΥ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊΣ [ƛƴŘǎŜȅ ²ŀƎƴŜǊΤ tǊƻƻŦǊŜŀŘŜǊΣ 

CǊΦ WƻǎŜ wŀƳƛǊŜȊΣ {aΤ  9ŘƛǘƻǊΣ WƛƳ CƻǊŘΦ  ϭ нлмс 

Mari anist Retreat Conference Center 

ήΪΪΪ (ÉÇÈ×ÁÙ ΫΪγȟ 0/ "ÏØ αΫβȟ %ÕÒÅËÁȟ -/  ΰέΪάί        

ɉΰέΰɊ γέβ-ίέγΪ   ×××ȢÍÒÅÔÒÅÁÔȢÏÒÇ 

     !ǊǝǎǝŎ ōŜŀǳǘȅ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ  

ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ !Ǌǘ ƛǎ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ  

ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ƻǳǊ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ   

ǎŜŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ƻǳǊ ǘƘƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊ  ƛƴŬƴƛǘŜ  

.ŜŀǳǘȅΣ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΦ 

Praying with art 

           ¢ƘŜ !Ǌǘ ƻŦ .ǊƻΦ aŜƭ aŜȅŜǊΣ {a 

      ¢ƘŜ aŀǊƛŀƴƛǎǘ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ ϧ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

A 

Retreat 

With 

Art 

     tǊŀȅŜǊŦǳƭ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ ǾƛŜǿŜǊǎΩ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀǎ 

ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǝǾŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ 

ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƭƻƻƪ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǘ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪΦ hǊ 

ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜȄǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ 

ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇƻŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƅŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ 

ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎΦ Lƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ 

ƭŜŀŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦ  

St. Anthony, stainless 
steel, 2009, in the lobby 

http://www.mretreat.org


The Bro. Mel Sculpture Garden 

άtŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǎƪ ƛŦ ǿƘŀǘ L Řƻ ƛǎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎΦ 9ǾŜπ
ǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ L ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƛǎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ς ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǝƻƴ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǝǾŀǝƻƴ 
ŦƻǊ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƛǘΦ aȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘ ŀǊŜ 
ƛƴǎŜǇŀǊŀōƭŜΦέ  .ǊƻΦ aŜƭ 

òAll my art is religious.ó 

.ǊƻΦ aŜƭ aŜȅŜǊΣ {aΣ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀƴ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜŘ 
млΣллл ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀǊǘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΦ Iƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƳŜǘŀƭ ǎŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜǎΣ ǿŀǘŜǊŎƻƭƻǊǎΣ 
ǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƎƭŀǎǎΣ ŦǊŜǎŎƻŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǊȅƭƛŎ ƻƴ Ŏŀƴπ
Ǿŀǎ ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎǎΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŀƴŘƳŀŘŜ 
ǇŀǇŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘŜȄǝƭŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ рл ǇƛŜŎŜǎ 
ƻŦ .ǊƻΦ aŜƭΩǎ ŀǊǘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ aw//Φ  !ǎƪŜŘ 
ƻƴŎŜ ǿƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǝƻƴ  ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŀǊǝŎǳπ
ƭŀǊ ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά LŦ L ǘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ 
ƳŜŀƴǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƭƛƳƛǝƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƛƴǘŜǊπ
ǇǊŜǘŀǝƻƴΦέ 

 Ϧ!ƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ DƻŘ-ƭƛƪŜ ŀŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ  
ƳŀƪƛƴƎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜƴǎŜ L ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ ŀǊǘ ƛǎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎΦέ .ǊƻΦ aŜƭ 

ά.ǊƻΦ aŜƭΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ 
ƻƊŜƴ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ōƻƭŘ ƎŜƻƳŜǘǊƛŎ 
ǎƘŀǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ 
ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ  
ŎƻƭƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ 
ŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ  ŀ ŦǊŜŜπ
ŘƻƳ ƻŦ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ Ƨƻȅ 
ŀƴŘ ƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΦέ  

 
όCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΣ ά! 
[ƛŦŜǝƳŜ ƻŦ aŀƪƛƴƎ 
!ǊǘΣ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊ aŜƭέ ύ

ά¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŘƛƎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ 
DŜƻǊƎŜ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘ {Ƙŀǿ 

 
 

Paper grid on canvas, c.1990 

Blessed Mother and Child,  

            aŜƭǾƛƴ aŜȅŜǊ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ CƭƻǊƛǎπ
ǎŀƴǘΣ ah ƛƴ мфнуΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜƴ ŎƘƛƭπ
ŘǊŜƴΦ !ƊŜǊ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
aŀǊƛŀƴƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ мфптΣ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛπ
Ŝǘȅ ƻŦ aŀǊȅΣ ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊ ƻŦ 
!Ǌǘǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ 5ŀȅǘƻƴΦ !ǎ 
ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀǊǝǎǘΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƳŀǎǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ tŀǊƛǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΦ Lƴ мфслΣ ƘŜ 
ŜŀǊƴŜŘ Ƙƛǎ aŀǎǘŜǊϥǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛπ
ǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ bƻǘǊŜ 5ŀƳŜΦ  Lƴ мфсфΣ ƘŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ 
Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǘ ǎǘǳŘƛƻ ŀƴŘ ƎŀƭƭŜǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŀƴƴŜȅ 
IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŎŀƳǇǳǎΦ IŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ƛƴ 
hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ нлмоΦ 

Painted steel blue sculpture, 2008 

Painted steel green 
sculpture, 2008 

Our Savior, 
rusted steel,  
c. 1980 

Painted steel red sculpture, 2008 

 
Holy 

Family,  
rusted 
scrap  

metal, c. 
l2000 



Paper & Watercolors The Lobby 

5ŀƴŎŜΣ ŘŀƴŎŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ  
L ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴŎŜΣ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ  

!ƴŘ L ƭŜŀŘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭΣ ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ   
!ƴŘ L ƭŜŀŘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴŎŜΣ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ  

�d�Z�����/�v�����Œ�v���Ÿ�}�v�W ���'�}�������u���Œ�����]�v�P���}�µ�Œ�� 
�Z�µ�u���v�]�š�Ç�����v�����š�Z�����Z�µ�u���v�����}�v���]�Ÿ�}�v 

 άDƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǝƳŜΦέ  9ŎŎƭŜǎƛŀǎǘŜǎ оΥмм 

L ǎŜǘ aȅ Ǌŀƛƴōƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǳŘΣ  

ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ 

ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ  

aŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ 

DŜƴŜǎƛǎ фΥмо 

.ǊƻΦ aŜƭΩǎ ƘŀƴŘƳŀŘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ 

ǿŀƭƭ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƴƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳΦ Iƛǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ 

ŎƻƭƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ 

ƅƻƻǊ ƘŀƭƭǿŀȅΦ 

The Lord of the Dance, stainless and 
rusted steel, 2009 

 

Rusted steel, scrap metal and  
fresco cross, c. 2000 

Abstract paper painting on canvas,  
c. 1990 

    Acrylic on canvas, c. 1980 

Paper on canvas, 1992 

Watercolor on paper, c. 2000 

Paper on canvas, 1992 


